Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.031; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.2.
The title complex, [Ni(C 2 H 3 O 2 ) 2 (C 5 H 6 N 2 ) 2 ], has a distorted octahedral geometry around the Ni atom. Intermolecular and intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds exist in the crystal structure.
Related literature
For general background, see: Roman et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997a); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997a); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 1997b); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. et al., 1995) . In this paper, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the new title nickel complex.
The molecular structure of the title complex, (I), is shown on Fig.1 . The Ni atom is in a distorted octahedral geometry 
Nickel acetate tetrahydrate (2 mmol, 497.7 mg) in absolute ethanol (20 ml) was added dropwise to a absolute ethanol solution (20 ml) of 2-aminopyridine (4 mmol, 376.5 mg). The mixture was heated under reflux with stirring for 4 h. The solution was kept at room temperature for 20 days, after which large green block-shaped crystals of the title complex suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained.
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H (methyl) 0.96 Å, C-H (aromatic) 0.93 Å, N-H(amino) 0.86 Å, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 .
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title complex with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are shown at 30% probability level. H atoms are presented as a spheres of arbitrary radius.
O,O')bis(2-aminopyridine-κN)nickel(II)
Crystal data 
Special details
Geometry. All e.s.d.'s (except the e.s.d. in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance mat- 
